This technique of folding an accordion has been taught by Hedi
for many years and the idea is simple: you want to arrive at an
accordion with many sections, but you don't want an incremental
mistake at each fold to add up. By folding a sheet of paper in
half, and then each half (and only each half) in half again, you
are limiting the possibility for inaccuracy. This halving actually
doubles the amount of sections each time and a phenomenon
arises. A mathematician would call it an exponential increase
following a geometric progression. We call it magical. With each
progression, | section becomes 2, 2 become 4, 4 become 8,
8 become 16 and so on, doubling each time.

The method we describe here lines up mountain folds
at the same edge, which we are calling the designated edge,
where they can be controlled so as not to shift. The resulting

COMPONENT l DIMENSIONS l QTY \ MATERIAL

ACCORDION Text-weight paper

29.7 x 42 cm/A3

ILx 17in. \1

1. Fold the paper in half. 2. Crease well.

4. Bring the other cut edge 5. Crease well.
over, lining if up with the

designated edge.
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valley folds line up at the opposite edge. This kind of folding
has a good rhythm and can become very intuitive. With some
care, you can arrive at a perfect accordion every time.

In the project following this, we describe an exponential
increase of 3—6—12. Both of these methods leave out divisions
of, for example, 5, 11 or 5. Our solution? Fold to one of our
described progressions and then cut off the sections you don’t
need to arrive at your desired number. Another solution is to
fold with extensions, also found in this chapter. By reserving
some paper attached fo but not folded with the accordion, they
can be carefully matched later. Practice folding, using any kind
of paper, even with the grain running in the wrong direction.
It is the best way to experience the amazing characteristics
of the accordion.

TOOLS:
Bone folder

3. Open up as shown. Bring
the mountain fold over, lining
it up with the cut edge that
will become the designated
edge where all mountain
folds are lined up. Crease
well with the bone folder.

6. Open up as shown, turning
the center valley fold into
a mountain fold so that
you now have three
mountain folds.
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9. Finish with the cut edge and

7. Bring the first mountain fold 8. Repeat with the remaining
over to the designated edge. two mountain folds, bringing crease well.
Line up and crease well. ’ them over one at a time to

the designated edge and
lining them up.

I1. To create a l6-section 12. Bring the first mountain fold
accordion, open up as to the designated edge.

shown, turning all valley
folds into mountain folds.

10. You now have an eight-
section accordion! Many
projects in this book
start here.

SRS

I4. A 16-section accordion is very useful
as a spine component in many of the
structures in this book.

13. Repeat with the remaining six
mountain folds, one at a time, lining
them up and creasing well.
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