CASCADING B KS

MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES

For step one, creating the TEXT BLOCK:
«  6"x 6" squares of paper, 12 per student
« Envelope to hold paper (pre- and post-folds)
« Bone folders (or jumbo craft sticks)
*  Glue sticks
« Cutting mats
* Newsprint/waste paper
« Handout: Origami Base for a Circular Star Book and a Cascading Book

For steps two and three, creating the COVER:

« 3" x 3V4" boards, two for each students (I used old Crescent illustration board)

* mid- or heavyweight decorative cover paper (see note in Step Two, below)

« 1-inch gauges, 8-18 inches long (strips cut out of mat board) or rulers

« Miter jigs, if you have them/can make them

« Scissors or Xacto knives

« Cutting mats (for a smooth surface, even if not using knives)

«  Water cups or jars (the Oui yogurt glass jar works well for this)

» Brushes (3/4 or 1-inch wide synthetic gold flats work great for gluing. | use the ones that come
in the cheap Blick student brush variety packs)

* Glue (Elmer’'s Glue works great for this, no need to use PVA)

« Airtight containers for glue (takeout dressing containers, or Oui yogurt jars with airtight lids
work great), one for every two students

« Pencils

« Paper towels

« Newsprint or other scrap paper for gluing

«  Completed text block

INSTRUCTIONS

(or at least, how | teach it)

STEP ONE: CREATING the TEXT BLOCK

Caddies with supplies are in the center of each student
table. Each student gets an envelope with 12 squares of
paper, and a copy of the folding instructions handout. It's
not the easiest to follow, so | use the doc cam and monitor
to demo and do guided practice: first | demo the folding
technique (and how to use a bone folder), then they fold




two squares following along, and then use the rest of the period for independent work, folding the
remaining 10 squares.

Partway through the period, | have them stop, and | show examples of their assembly options
(cascading or circular star). | demonstrate how to connect the base squares for each, and how to
properly glue using newsprint/waste paper underneath. They commence to finish folding and begin
assembling the block. Note: This takes the whole 55-minute period, because | start with an
introduction to Book Arts before beginning the activity—talking about the standard codex book
format, showing examples of various alternate ‘bindings’ like flutter books, etc.

STEP TWO: CREATING the COVERS

Trays on each desk hold necessary supplies. | put this image up on the monitor and direct them to
set up their work space accordingly:
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note: | buy 9x12 decorative paper packs (some handmade) from Blick, and cut them in half—perfect
size for covering the small boards, and | encourage students to pick two different papers. Also, for
students not interested in keeping their book (just doing it for the assignment), | have plain black
cover paper. ...l usually only get one or two students, max, who don’t want the decorative paper!

Then, once everyone is set up, | walk them through the steps of covering their boards.

SEE TUTORIAL ON MY YOUTUBE CHANNEL: www.youtube.com/@doezieclassroom/videos
Cascading book step two: Creating your cover boards

This guided practice takes the whole period; at the end, most of the students are almost finished
with both covers (and those who aren’t, can work independently to finish the following day). note:
I've done this in small-group guided practice previously, at a table of eight students at a time... was
excited when it worked to do whole-class guided practice with the camera and monitor!

STEP THREE: ATTACHING the COVERS

Trays and caddies are on the desks with the same supplies (as some students may still need to finish
step 2). Otherwise, all they need are their covers, the text block, and gluing supplies: glue, water,
paper towel, brush, bone folder, and newsprint.

SEE TUTORIAL ON MY YOUTUBE CHANNEL: www.youtube.com/@doezieclassroom/videos
Cascading book final step: Attaching the covers

The last step only takes half a period for the demo plus independent work. And the finished product
is always amazing!! Students love this assignment, and are very engaged. Hands-on craft for the win!







